
1 Kings 4:29
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding

much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the

sea shore. 

Analysis

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and

largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore.

This verse contributes to the broader narrative of solomon's administration and

prosperity,  within  the  book's  focus  on Solomon's  wisdom,  temple  building,  and

tragic apostasy. Solomon's God-given wisdom points to Christ, 'in whom are hidden

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge' (Colossians 2:3). 

The  Hebrew  text  reveals  nuances  important  for  understanding  this  passage's

contribution  to  1  Kings'  theological  message  about  kingship,  covenant,  and

faithfulness  to  Yahweh.  This  verse  demonstrates  the  consequences  when God's

people—especially their leaders—either follow or forsake the covenant established

at Sinai.

Historical Context

First Kings was written during or after the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE),

reflecting on the monarchy period (10th-9th centuries BCE) to explain why the

kingdoms fell. Solomon's reign (c. 970-930 BCE) represented Israel's golden age of

peace and prosperity. 

Ancient  Near Eastern kingship ideology viewed kings as  divine representatives
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responsible for maintaining cosmic order through right worship.  Archaeological

discoveries  from sites  like  Megiddo,  Hazor,  and Samaria  confirm the historical

reliability  of  1  Kings'  descriptions  of  building  projects  and  administrative

structures.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does the temple as God's dwelling place help us understand Christ's

incarnation and the church as God's temple today?

What does Solomon's prayer and dedication teach about approaching God in

worship and prayer?

How does this verse point toward or prepare for the coming of Christ and His

eternal kingdom?

Interlinear Text

ויַתִּּןֵ
gave
H5414

ים אֱלֹהִ
And God

H430

ה חָכמְָ
wisdom

H2451

ה לשְִׁלֹמֹ
Solomon

H8010

ה ָ ותּבְונּ
and understanding

H8394

ה ֵּ הַרבְ
much
H7235

ד מְאֹ
exceeding

H3966

חַב ורְֹ
and largeness

H7341

ב לֵ
of heart

H3820

וֹל כחַּ
even as the sand

H2344

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

עַל
H5921

ת שְׂפַ
shore
H8193

הַיםָּֽ׃
that is on the sea

H3220

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

1 Kings 3:12 (Parallel theme):  Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I

have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like

thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

James 1:5 (References God):  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that

giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

James 3:17 (Parallel theme): But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without

partiality, and without hypocrisy.

1 Kings 4:20 (Parallel theme): Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is

by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry.

Proverbs 2:6 (Parallel  theme):  For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth

cometh knowledge and understanding.

Ecclesiastes 2:26 (References God): For God giveth to a man that is good in his

sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather

and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity

and vexation of spirit.

James 1:17 (Parallel theme): Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,

and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither

shadow of turning.

1 Kings 3:28 (References God):  And all Israel heard of the judgment which the

king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God

was in him, to do judgment.

Isaiah 60:5 (Parallel theme):  Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine

heart  shall  fear,  and  be  enlarged;  because  the  abundance  of  the  sea  shall  be

converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.

Psalms 119:34 (Parallel theme): Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law;

yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.
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